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Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants in the above-entitled application hereby claim the date of priority under the 
International Convention of Japanese Patent Application No. 321555/2000, filed October 20, 
2000, Japanese Patent Application No. 358032/2000, filed November 24, 2000, and Japanese 
Patent Application No. 222127/2001, filed July 23, 2001, as acknowledged in the Declaration of 
this application. 
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Mitsuo TADA et al. 
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